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United Way of Greater Fall River celebrated 75 years of leading the fight for the Health, Education,
Financial Stability, and Basic Needs of every person in our community with the underlying belief that
everyone deserves opportunities for a good life: a quality education that leads to sustaining job
opportunities, enough income to support a family, and a healthy lifestyle that increases life expectancy.

With a nod to the past, our 75th Anniversary Gala highlighted the collective impact many individuals
have made in Greater Fall River since 1947 and inspired us to look toward the future as we continue to
study the needs of the community and unite local causes under one campaign thereby streamlining
initiatives, identifying viable solutions to long-term issues, and eliminating duplication of effort. Our
fiscal oversight also ensures that every dollar entrusted to our care is being spent on programs that
align with key focus areas identified by community stakeholders. Our funding provides access to
resources so more members of our community can live a better life. That was our promise to you and
to our community in 1947... that continues to be our promise to you today.

Board Chair Becca Collins adds that, “while the needs have changed since 1947 and challenges have
evolved, we are proud of the way United Way of Greater Fall River has always had the ability to show up
and step up to help those in need.”

Our Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2023 ending June 30th, highlights our enduring support of over 70
local health and human service organizations, including the first ever Community Baby Shower. Our
fundraising efforts exceeded our Campaign goal by 11% which allowed us to award $1,071,711 through
Allocation, Impact, and Food grants, along with a few Special Initiatives focused on infant and maternal
health and strengthening financial stability. This work would not be possible were it not for our talented
and dedicated staff, Board, and volunteers who make up the backbone of our organization, along with
our likeminded community partners who show up every day with a collaborative spirit focused on
helping those in need.

It is often said that success is easily achieved when many hands make light work. Indeed, we must
never underestimate the impact that many individuals made this past year. We owe a debt of gratitude
to each and every one of you who has showed up to make our community better for everyone to live,
work, and play! Thank you for celebrating our 75th Anniversary with us, and for inspiring the next
generation to Show Up United in purpose to impact change and make life better for all!

Gratefully yours,

Kimberly J. Smith
Executive Director
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Rebecca Collins
Board Chair
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CAMPAIGN
  CHAIR

YEAR AMOUNT RAISED BOARD CHAIR

Lincoln D. Brayton, Esq. 1947-48 $127,881 Brayton Morton

Roger L. Currant 1948-49 $114,825 Meyer N. Sobiloff

Joseph A. Cohen, Esq. 1949-50 $111,312 Louis F. Fayan

James H. Collins 1950-51 $124,719 Louis F. Fayan

Howard W. Durfee 1951-52 $139,076 Harold E. Clarkin, Esq.

Albert G. Pierce 1952-53 $130,243 Harold E. Clarkin, Esq.

James E. O'Neil 1953-54 $145,660 Alfred S. Sherwin, Esq.

Lewis R. Morley 1954-55 $139,543 Lewis R. Morley

Helen Horvitz 1955-56 $145,443 Roger L. Currant

George E. Kay 1956-57 $169,146 Roger L. Currant

Charles E. Sevigny 1957-58 $343,656 William Hoban

Harry Gottlieb 1958-59 $355,164 Harry Gottlieb

Madison F. Welsh 1959-60 $367,014 Harry Gottlieb

James E. Bullock 1960-61 $375,914 Edward Lavoie, Esq.

Benjamin Horvitz, Esq. 1961-62 $386,672 Edward Lavoie, Esq.

John F. Dator 1962-63 $415,534 John Brayton

Russell R. Harmon 1963-64 $400,880 John Brayton

Edward C. Berube 1964-65 $402,789 James Bullock

Sanford W. Udis, MD 1965-66 $426,005 James Bullock

James E. Ryan 1966-67 $433,523 Benjamin Horvitz, Esq.

Robert J. Nagle 1967-68 $459,825 Benjamin Horvitz, Esq.

William Freedman  1968-69 $485,557 John F. Dator

Edward B. Sturges 1969-70 $501,037 John F. Dator

William H. Barker 1970-71 $525,335 Sanford Udis, MD

Gerald Phaneuf, MD 1971-72 $536,821 Sanford Udis, MD

Francis J. Kilgrew 1972-73 $564,125 Russell R. Harmon

Robert Griffin 1973-74 $552,111 Russell R. Harmon

John B. Cummings, Jr. 1974-75 $547,466 William H. Barker

Arthur E. Moore, Jr. 1975-76 $544,524 William H. Barker

A. Newell Robb 1976-77 $544,577 Edward C. Berube

Herman Lapointe 1977-78 $556,133 Edward C. Berube

Donald A. Bogle 1978-79 $634,593 A. Newell Robb

Donald H. Ramsbottom 1979-80 $741,740 A. Newell Robb

Thomas F. Cooney 1980-81 $887,647 Daniel McDonald, Esq.

Loretta S. George 1981-82 $1,027,094 Donald A. Bogle

Clifford R. Carlson 1982-83 $1,133,219 Herman Lapointe

Joseph N. Burrows 1983-84 $1,265,000 Donald Ramsbottom

Louis Freedman 1984-85 $1,412,349 Clifford R. Carlson

CAMPAIGN
  CHAIR

YEAR AMOUNT RAISED BOARD CHAIR

George Bedard 1985-86 $1,534,119 William Neilan

Timothy J. Cotter 1986-87 $1,651,000 Cathy Ann Viveiros

Joseph D. Gorman 1987-88 $1,850,000 Cathy Ann Viveiros

Robert Lavoie 1988-89 $2,015,000 Louis "Zip" Freedman

Edward J. Oliveira 1989-90 $2,100,500 Sheila D. Salvo

Lee A. Sunderland 1990-91 $2,131,000 Warren G. Hathaway

Zelma Braga 1991-92 $2,166,300 Walter C. Fraze, Esq.

Americo "Mac" Reis 1992-93 $2,202,994 William G. Heaney

Richard Lafrance 1993-94 $2,208,965 Otto A. Wahlrab

Nicholas Christ 1994-95 $2,215,975 Eric W. Porter

Agatha St. Amour 1995-96 $2,216,460 Eric W. Porter

William R. Eccles, Jr. 1996-97 $2,050,519 Lee A. Sunderland

James M. Gibney 1997-98 $2,015,089 Agatha St. Amour

Jack Rua 1998-99 $2,000,126 Rev. Robert Lawrence

John M. Almeida, CPA 1999-00 $2,005,178 William R.Eccles, Jr.

William D. Harris 2000-01 $2,061,056 William R.Eccles, Jr.

Carol Valcourt 2001-02 $1,985,749 William R.Eccles, Jr.

Michael Metzler 2002-03 $2,081,154 William R.Eccles, Jr.

Stanley Koppelman 2003-04 $2,100,681 William R.Eccles, Jr.

John Clifford 2004-05 $2,069,104 Nicholas M. Christ

Thomas Lyons 2005-06 $1,903,166 Jason R. Rua

Mary Lynn Lenz 2006-07 $1,807,759 Jason R. Rua

Michelle Pelletier 2007-08 $1,703,148 Jason R. Rua

Jackie Einstein 2008-09 $1,560,089 Mary-Lou Mancini

Michael McDonald 2009-10 $1,510,146 James A. Wallace

Lisa Lundy-Kusinitz 2010-11 $1,482,550 James A. Wallace

Daniel Abraham 2011-12 $1,560,027 James A. Wallace

Chris Lafrance 2012-13 $1,400,000 Jackie Einstein

Alison Bouchard 2013-14 $1,444,703 Daniel Abraham

Michael McDonald 2014-15 $1,375,518 Daniel Abraham

Melissa Karam Panchley 2015-16 $1,254,009 Michael McDonald

Joan M. Medeiros 2016-17 $1,188,746 Michael McDonald

Roger Beliveau 2017-18 $1,296,863 Alison Bouchard

Roger Beliveau 2018-19 $1,158,976 Alison Bouchard

Frank B. Sousa III 2019-20 $1,839,479 James H. Kay

Rebecca Collins 2020-21 $1,160,459 James H. Kay

George Mercier 2021-22 $1,214,470 Michelle Pelletier

Taryn Cabral 2022-23 $1,336,590 Rebecca Collins

LIFESPAN TOTAL: $85,031,819



The 2022-2023 Annual Campaign was one of great success and with reason to
celebrate. Marking 75 years of United Way serving Greater Fall River, the campaign
concluded with $1,336,590 raised, 11% above the goal. 

Our committed Campaign Cabinet was led by Taryn Cabral of BayCoast Bank. Taryn
started as a Loaned Executive with United Way of Greater Fall River nine years ago and
has stayed engaged and involved ever since. Her community connections and
enthusiasm helped to engage our cabinet and drive a successful celebration gala and
campaign of giving. It is with thanks to volunteers such as Taryn that United Way has
been able to continue its mission of harnessing the giving power of our community in
Greater Fall River since 1947.  

As United Way continues to evolve and adapt to the changing needs of our
community, we have worked to further our corporate engagement efforts and provide
our supporters with direct connections and opportunities to volunteer and engage
above and beyond the traditional campaign. United We Move served as our Annual
Kickoff once again, with a beautiful day in the woods of the Fall River Bioreserve. The
Narrows Center for the Arts hosted our 75th Anniversary Gala, with over 300 attendees
including representation from our foundational supporters, Board of Directors,
corporate and agency partners, and volunteers. We were proud to highlight the
incredible work that continues in Greater Fall River, from and for the community.  

Our upcoming Campaign will be one of Purpose, because together we are better,
United in Purpose.  

Employee Workplace Giving
32%

Foundations
28%

Small Businesses, Corporations
24%

Retirees, Special Gifts, Professionals
16%
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EDUCATION
47%

HEALTH
21%

FINANCIAL STABILITY
20%

BASIC NEEDS
12%

Total Distributed: $1,071,711 
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Invested

Other Designations
United Way Endowment Fund
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Red indicates total gifts of $25,000 or more            Bold indicates total gifts of $10,000 or more             *Indicates Impact Grant funders
This list is inclusive of all givers at the 365 Small Business Circle or higher

Special thanks to the businesses and organizations, and their employees, who supported the July 2022 - June 2023
Annual Campaign through corporate, individual, and workplace campaign gifts.

Argosy Collegiate Charter School
Atlantis Charter School
Bank of America
BankFive
Bannister Family Fund*
Bay State Truck Caps
BayCoast Bank
Blanche Saab Trust
Blount Fine Foods
Borden & Remington
Bower Fund*
Boys & Girls Club of Fall River
Bristol County Savings Bank
Bristol Elder Services
Bristol Tape Corporation
Burns Tools
Capt. O`Connell Co.
Care Free Homes
Catholic Memorial Home
Charlton Charity Fund U/A*
Child & Family Services
Citizens For Citizens
City of Fall River Employees
Coaching 4 Change
Coastal1 Credit Union
Collins Construction
Colonial Wholesale Beverage
Comcast
County of Bristol Registry of Deeds
Cumberland Farms
CVS Caremark
Deloitte & Touche
Demoulas Super Markets
Diman Regional Vocational Technical High School
Dimeo Construction Company National
Domino’s Pizza
Durfee Buffinton Insurance
Enterprise Rent-a-Car 
Eversource Energy Foundation
Eversource
Fall River Deaconess Home
Fall River Florist Supply
Fall River Housing Authority
Fall River Manufacturing
Fall River Municipal Credit Union
Fall River Public Schools
Family Service Association
Ferland Corporation
First Bristol Corporation
First Congregational Church
Freetown-Lakeville Regional School Dept.
Gilbane
Gladding-Hearn Shipbuilding
Greater Fall River Community Food Pantry
Greater Fall River Development Corporation
Greater Fall River RE-CREATION
H & S Tool & Engineering
Hadley Insurit Group
HealthFirst Family Care Center
Hewlett Packard
Hon. Beatrice H. & Rosemary W. Mullaney Fund*
HUB International
Ice Cube Cold Storage & Logistics
ITW Illinois Tool Works
Jefferson Realty
John Matouk & Co.
K R Rezendes General Contractor
Karam Financial Group

Klear Vu
Koppelman Family Foundation
Lafrance Family Fund*
Lafrance Hospitality
Liberty Utilities
Little Compton Schools
M. Jane Welsh Charitable Trust*
Margaret L. Jackson Fund*
Mattie Imports
Mechanics Cooperative Bank
Millstone Medical Outsourcing
National Grid
Nelnet
Neto Insurance Agency
Ninth Street Day Nursery
Norman, Graham & DiGangi
North Atlantic Corporation
People Incorporated
Pierce Foundation Fund*
Pilotte`s Truck Refrigeration
Plastic Surgery of Southern NE
Princess House
Raw Seafoods
Riverhead Building Supply
Robbins Manufacturing
Rockland Trust
RDA Insurance Agency
Saint Anne`s Hospital
Samaritans Southcoast
SER-Jobs for Progress
Shaw`s Supermarket
Silva-Faria Funeral Homes
Somerset Berkley Regional High School  9-12
Somerset Schools 
SouthCoast Community Foundation
Southcoast Health
Southcoast Wind
SSTAR
St. Anne`s Credit Union
Stafford & Co. Insurance
Steppingstone
Swansea Schools
Tamer Industries
Target Corporation
Tech-Etch Inc.
The Arc of Greater Fall River
The Lapointe Insurance Agency
The Philip Snyder Foundation
The Robert F. Stoico/FIRSTFED Charitable Foundation
Thomas A. Rodgers Jr. Family Foundation*
Tiverton Schools
Town Fair Tire Foundation
Town of Somerset
Town of Swansea
Town of Tiverton
Town of Westport
Travelers Insurance
Tremblay`s Bus Service
United Parcel Service
United Way of Greater Fall River
Vantage in Philanthropy
Verizon
Wal-Mart
Waring-Sullivan Funeral Homes
Webster Bank
Westport School Department
Whirlpool Corp.
WSAR SHOW UP UNITED
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As of June 30, 2023 with Comparative Totals as of June 30, 2022

Cash and cash equivalents
Accounts receivable
Promises to give, net
Prepaid expenses
Investments
Property and equipment, net
Right to use lease asset, net
Cash surrender, value, net
Beneficial interest in perpetual trusts

Assets 2023 2022

Liabilities
Accounts payable
Grants payable
Allocations and designations payable
Accrued expenses
Capital lease, right to use
Charitable gift annuities

Net Assets
Net assets without donor restriction
Net asset with donor restrictions

Total Net Assets $8,044,721

Liabilities & Net Assets

$671,712
-

$334,421
$7,657

$7,164,216
$2,245

$130,470
$16,145

$770,548

$18,418
$152,350
$713,971

$34,239
130,470

$3,245

$4,193,985
$3,850,736

$392,482
$31,243

$338,057
$3,330

$6,645,522
$1,656

-
$15,961

$778,340
Total Assets $9,097,414 $8,206,591

Total Liabilities $1,052,693 $909,001

$58,513
$155,123
$657,683

$31,537
-

$6,145

$7,297,590

$3,869,710
$3,427,880
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STAMP OUT HUNGER

TEACHERS’ CLOSET

DONATION DRIVES

DAY OF CARING

COMMUNITY
BABY SHOWER
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United Way of Greater Fall River continues to benefit from a healthy Endowment Fund that
supports our mission to create a brighter future for everyone in our community. In their desire to
make a positive impact for generations to come, benefactors have generously contributed to our
Endowment with both periodic and lifetime gifts and bequests that have helped create and build
a pool of assets used to support the community in perpetuity. Oftentimes, but not always, these
gifts are coordinated in conjunction with estate planning, and provide a tax efficient mechanism
to support the community at large.

Our Endowment Committee remains focused on strengthening the foundation established by our
predecessors. Our investment portfolio is managed professionally, and our Finance Committee
meets monthly to review portfolio performance, asset allocation, and income generation.
Ultimately, the portfolio is designed to generate current income and support long-term growth in
value, thus enhancing its ability to respond to current and future needs. Annual distributions
from the Fund allow us to invest in new programs and meet more community needs than we
would otherwise be able to support with funds from our Annual Campaign.

Are you interested in making a positive impact in the community now and in the future? If so,
endowment gifts during your lifetime and bequests upon your passing are a great way to ensure
your passion for a healthy and prosperous community extends beyond your lifetime. Consider
United Way of Greater Fall River when preparing your estate plans and considering charitable
giving. We are happy to share our successes in the community, which you can positively impact.
Reach out to learn more at www.uwgfr.org or contact us directly at liveunited@uwgfr.org.

-Steve Russo, Endowment Chair, Plimoth Investment Advisors

SHOW UP UNITED

Consider including United Way in your estate planning. A direct gift of $25,000 or more
can generate $1,000+ annually in support of an area of focus that speaks to you.

A better way to LIVE UNITED?
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LANTERN SOCIETY

JULY 2022 - JUNE 2023



United Way of Greater Fall River recognizes individuals whose leadership gifts improve the communities served by
harnessing caring power to fill gaps in service. By directly investing in local programs and initiatives rooted in Health,
Education, Financial Stability, and Basic Needs, members of our Lantern Society are able to champion progress for all.

This level of giving is comprised of six divisions with the first five tiers named after steamships of the Fall River Line in
celebration of the area’s rich history as a port city. The highest tier of giving, The Tocqueville Society, is recognized at
chapters nationwide with 400 societies contributing $529 million from nearly 25,000 individuals*.

Tocqueville • $10,000 +
United Way’s highest level of giving inducts donors to the Tocqueville Society. The Tocqueville Society is named after
Alexis Charles-Henri de Tocqueville, a French writer and thinker who visited America in the 1830s. United Way of
America chose the name Tocqueville Society for donors giving $10,000 to honor Tocqueville’s admiration for the spirit
of American volunteerism and its effect on the common good. Tocqueville was impressed by the American ideal of
neighbors helping neighbors, writing “I must say that I have seen Americans make a great deal of real sacrifices to the
public welfare; and have noticed a hundred instances in which they hardly ever failed to lend a faithful support to one
another.” Tocqueville Society members exemplify that spirit of good and of philanthropy in its most generous form at
the local and national level.

Commonwealth “First Class” • $5,000 - $9,999 
Commonwealth • $2,500 - $4,999

The largest and last ship built for the Fall River Line, and the fourth level of the Lantern Society, was the Commonwealth
launched in 1908. She was massive: 456 feet long, with a dining room that rose over 50 feet above the water line. The
ship was described as a gleaming, shining marvel of modern technology and a variety of opulent, period styles. The
fifth level of giving, Commonwealth “First Class”, is analogous to the first-class passengers on a ship.

Priscilla • $1,500 - $2,499
The Priscilla was built to be larger, faster, and more opulent than the Pilgrim and is the namesake of the third level of
giving. Magnificent Art Deco interiors and gilded saloons made her a floating palace. 

Pilgrim • $1,000 - $1,499
The second giving level is named after the revolutionary Pilgrim, the first paddle wheel steamboat constructed entirely
out of iron. The largest steamboat in the world, she could sleep 1,200 people on their journey to or from New York. 

Bay State • $750 - $999
Bay State is our entry giving level to the Lantern Society and is named after the first ship in the Fall River Line. Lit
entirely by oil lamps with dinner served nightly as though passengers were on an ocean liner, the Bay State was
luxurious and impressive, no matter what ticket class a passenger purchased.

*Source: https://www.unitedway.org/get-involved/groups/tocqueville-society/history
+ Indicates an increase in giving of 10% or more
Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this roster.                                                                           

LIGHTING THE WAY SINCE 1947
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LANTERN SOCIETY 2022 - 2023

COMMONWEALTH 1   CLASSST

TOCQUEVILLE SOCIETY

COMMONWEALTH



LANTERN SOCIETY 2022 - 2023
PRISCILLA



LANTERN SOCIETY 2022 - 2023
PILGRIM



LANTERN SOCIETY 2022 - 2023
BAYSTATE



“Rachael Sirois was born in Fall River and is heavily rooted in Southeastern
Massachusetts. She attended Durfee High School, graduated from New York
University, and worked in fashion in New York City for eight years before moving back
to the area.  
 
She began her tenure with United Way of Greater Fall River on August 14, 2014, which
means she will commence her 10th year with us next month. Rachael has been a
steadfast and loyal advocate for United Way, advancing our mission to fight for the
Health, Education, Financial Stability, and Basic Needs of the people we serve.  In her
role as Resource Development Director, Rachael saw us through the pandemic and
celebrated our 75th Anniversary, effectively raising $11.8 million dollars over the last
nine years to help support hundreds of programs and initiatives that align with our
mission. 
 
Rachael has also volunteered at the Rotch-Jones-Duff House in New Bedford and the
Fall River Boys & Girls Club, and now resides in South Dartmouth with her husband
John and their two boys, Jack and Seve. Rachael has said that her role at UWGFR has
given her the opportunity to do meaningful work that has significant impact on her
hometown of Fall River and its surrounding communities. Rachael exemplifies what it
means to Live United and so, Rachael we present our 2023 Live United Award to you.”

Kim Smith, Executive Director

SHOW UP UNITED

The Live United Award is given to individuals who have been steadfast in
their dedication to improving their community. Recipients are recognized
for pouring their talents and heart into initiatives that push progress in
Health, Education, Financial Stability, and Basic Needs. This year’s Live
United Award goes to United Way of Greater Fall River’s outgoing Resource
Development Director, Rachael Sirois, for her dedication and tenure serving
the Greater Fall River communities. Below are a few words that describe
the impact she has made during her time.





Our Mission

@UnitedWayGFR uwgfr.org 508.678.8361 PO Box 2550 Fall River, MA 02722


